THE  LETTERS  OF   KINO   HENRY   VIII

1514-1519
Peace with France

With her enemy England now a formidable power, France
stood in need of an ally. This, needless to say, was more than
obvious to Ferdinand, who realized that if he could he first in the
field, before the same idea occurred to Maximilian, France might
be prepared to give him Milan and Genoa as the price of his
friendship. Within six months he had made a truce with Louis;
and almost immediately afterwards Maximilian followed suit.
England had been tricked again. * I do not see any faith in the
world, save in me/ Henry protested with some justice to the
Venetian ambassador.

It had taken four years, and two of Ferdinand's neatest bits
of trickery, to open Henry's eyes and spoil his temper; but in 1514
he was ready to meet his father-in-law on his own ground.   Now
that honour had been satisfied by the campaign of 1513 he, too,
could make peace with France.   Moreover, at fifty-i wo, Louis XII
was once more in the marriage market, and Henry had a mar-
riageable sister.   The bait was dangled, and proved attractive*
Mary Tudor was a beautiful girl of eighteen; and I Icnry, so far,
had proved himself a more formidable enemy in the field than
either Ferdinand or Maximilian,   Henry waited until May* and
for the date fixed in the treaty of Lille for the marriage of Mary
and Prince Charles.  The date passed* with Maximilian's promise
unfulfilled: and the game was in Henry's hands.   The Emperor
had broken the treaty.   Within three months Henry and Louis
had bound themselves to assist each other against their common
enemies^ and in October Mary became Queen of France*   It was
altogether a most successful diplomatic move.   With England as
his ally Louis could afford to break off the negotiations about
Milan, and take the offensive by discussing with Henry a scheme
for the conquest of Castile.   England had been used as a cat's-paw
in the Guienne affair, had been tricked after Tournay, hut in
the third trial of wits had called stalemate to her opponents,

The only letter in which Henry himself discusses the match
has an added interest, in that it is addressed to Wolscy, who is
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